Sites of virus replication in the genital organs of boars inoculated in the cavum vaginale with pseudorabies virus.
To determine the sites of replication and the evolution of pseudorabies virus infection in boar genital organs, 5 Belgian Landrace boars were inoculated with pseudorabies virus unilaterally in the cavum vaginale of the testis. Virus replication took place only in cells of the tunica vaginalis of both cava vaginalia. Infection of the serosa led to exudative periorchitis and increased scrotal fluid, resulting in a severely swollen scrotal region. These experimental findings were similar to findings in boars with naturally acquired pseudorabies virus infection. Scrotal fluid contained large amounts of virus, making it a useful specimen for diagnosis of the disease in affected boars.